
 

As this year draws to a close, we reflect upon the growth and changes that have happened. Two 

new temporary exhibits, one on fossils and another on homesteaders, drew record crowds and have 

been well received by our visitors. New offsite educational programs were launched allowing the 

museum to reach youth, while partnering with other local organizations. We said goodbye to some 

volunteers as they moved on to other places and projects and welcomed new ones into the VMA 

family.  

 

Looking forward to the 

coming year, we will    

continue to offer high       

caliber exhibits, engaging 

educational programs, 

and fun special events.     

The VMA staff wishes    

our volunteers,    

visitors, and partners  

a Happy New Year. 
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Upcoming:  
 
February 2- July 29, 2015 
 

Making Waves: Venice Area Beach Culture and Natural History  
An exploration of the human connection to local beaches in the past, present and looking at the future of this natural 
resource. 
 
September 1, 2015-January 27, 2016 
 

Design for Living: John Nolen and the Renaissance of New Urbanism 
The exhibit will be in collaboration with Dr. Bruce Stephenson of Rollins College and students in his Traditional Town 
Planning course. 

Current:  
 

  Journey into the      

  Wild Frontier 

   This exhibit ends on        

January 21, 2015, so be sure 

to check it out if you have not had a chance to stop by. It  

features over one hundred images, objects, documents, and 

maps that explore what life was like for early settlers in the 

Venice area from 1867 to 1921.  

 

A special thank you to Bucky Ringo and Daniel W. Blackburn, 

who brought in Jesse Knight’s boot spurs and the Blackburn 

family shotgun on loan for the exhibit. They are two of the 

most popular objects on display.  

Installing the exhibit panels at VPAC, November 6, 2014 Venice-Nokomis High School play, 1949 

EXHIBITIONS                                                                                                                                            Winter 2014 

 
A few visitor comments 

about Wild Frontier exhibit: 

8/6- Fascinating exhibit. I will return. 

8/11- Very well done exhibit--excellent 
video! 

10/14- Very nice collection. Most                                         
interesting! Informative. 

10/15- Early development of this area not 
for the faint hearted! 

11/1- Well presented displays with      
interesting mix of information: history, 
science + culture. Great! 

11/17- Loved the maps! 

11/24- Back for a 2nd time! 

11/26- Love the voting beans! Love the 
clothes. 

Above: Bucky Ringo and his grand-
daughters share their family’s ancestral 
heirloom--Jesse Knight’s boot spurs. 
Below: boot spur 

 1,770= 
 

People who have    
visited Frontier exhibit 

Venice Little Theatre, c. 1975 

VMA Curator, Michelle Harm, created the mini-exhibit “On with the Show” for the new Venice Performing Arts Center’s opening 
night. The exhibit, which is still on view, highlights photographs from VMA’s collection showing a variety of musical, theatrical and 
dance performances and performers throughout Venice’s history. Among the photos include the Venice (Little) Theatre, Kentucky 
Military Institute band “Kampus Kats,” Venice-Nokomis High School drama students, Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus           
performers, Venice Symphony, and Venice Army Air Field band. 

Off-site exhibit in the community 
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Contact Susan at the VMA 

Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays at  

941-486-2487 

sionescu@venicegov.com 
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“I am absolutely amazed 

by the quantity and depth 

of primary resources 

available and on display 

in the museum. My goal 

will be to make these    

resources available to 

schools in our community 

and to reach out to    

teachers who need to be 

made aware of these 

priceless materials.”       

-Susan Ionescu 
VMA Education Coordinator  

Welcome aboard, Susan! 

Susan Ionescu, a resident of this area for 

30 years, recently joined the Venice Museum 

and Archives as the new Education             

Coordinator. Susan obtained her degree in 

education from New York University and a 

Master’s Degree in Gifted Education from the 

University of South Florida.   

Originally from New York, Susan worked for several years in the film industry. 

As the Assistant Director of United Artists Classics she managed the film libraries of 

Warner Bros, MGM and United Artists.  In addition to releasing these films, Susan 

acquired, marketed, and released European films and attended film festivals in    

Europe and the U.S.   

After working in New York and Paris, France, Susan relocated to the Sarasota 

area with her husband Dan Ionescu, an architect.  She pursued a career as an    

elementary teacher with the Sarasota County School system and just retired after 

teaching 18 years in the Venice area. In May 2014, Susan was honored by Florida 

Studio Theatre as their Write a Play Outstanding Educator for Sarasota and        

Manatee Counties.  

One of her educational goals is to assist teachers with Social Studies           

curriculum that focuses on Florida history, especially early Paleo-Indian history,   

early homesteaders in our area, and the development of the City of Venice.  Plans 

are already underway to develop “VMA on the Go,” an outreach program that will 

not only instruct and provide lessons to students in schools, but also to our         

community members who currently reside in retirement facilities.  A future goal 

includes bringing school groups to the museum and Cultural Campus.  

James Hagler welcomes a Classroom on Wheels 

group prior to their tour with docent Dennis Taylor 

and educator Susan Ionescu, 11/21/14 

Three different 

Classroom on 

Wheels groups 

visited the VMA 

during October 

and November 

thanks to Brenda 

Lee Hickman, 

Classroom on 

Wheels instructor.   



Donation Spotlight 
Additions to the Collection 
Each month new donations of historical material are given to the  

museum. After a review of whether or not the items support the 

VMA’s mission, accepted items are added to the collection through a 

process called accessioning. Here are the recent donors and          

accessions for August through December:  

 

 Linda Adams- clock made by Thomas M. Wrede, 1981 

 Ernest Carter- watercolor of historical home at 321 Pedro St. by Augusto 
Argandona 

 Stephen Clark- scrapbook, photos and documents from Union Volunteer 
Fire Department/Nokomis Fire Department, 1950s-1980s 

 Doreen Crawford- Venice Friendship Center Yearbook, 2013-2014 

 Vee Garry-Chiuili- “Vee on Venice” program DVDs (5) 

 Gaylord George- Venice Fire Department work jumpsuit, c. 1970 

 Lee Hamilton- Venice Junior High yearbook, 1974; Venice High School 
yearbooks 1976, 1977; Sandy Hamilton photo (VHS classroom) 

 Holly Hamm- Venice Doll Club scrapbooks, 1999-2005, 2005-2008 

 JoAnne Hurt- Frank Higel grove product labels (8), c. 1890 

 Fred Lugar- Pinebrook subdivision development photos and plat, 1975 

 Carol Mahler, DeSoto County Historical Society- Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus programs 1971, 1972 

 Jeffrey Parsons- (2) photographs of Venice train depot before            
restoration, c. 1996 

 Marc Powers- watercolor of City of Venice gondola and gondolier from 
estate of Venice Mayor Richard Louis, c. 1985 

 Sharon Spencer- property abstract for south Venezia Park property, 
1952 

 

Thank you, donors! 
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A portion of VMA’s collections are available for viewing 
online. New records are added each month. 
 
1. Visit www.VeniceMuseum.org  

 

2. On the homepage, scroll to “To access the collection   

    online” select “click here.” 

 

3. Enter your keyword(s) and select one or more of the  

    content types: All Content, Objects, Library, Archives,  

    Photos.  
 

For assistance with your research, please contact          
Michelle Harm, Curator at 941-486-2487  

mharm@venicegov.com 

Search Collections Online 

 Early Wynn Lanes (PH06.09.01.01) 

When digging through the box of photos and trying 

to narrow down his choices, Tim remarked,  

“Heck, the whole file is great!” 

 

This one-of-a-kind clock has an engraved drawing of 

the state of Florida with a pin marking the location of 

Venice, and below are the initials “OVM.” The clock 

was made by Thomas M. Wrede for his sister Ola    

Virginia Wrede Montgomery for Christmas of 1981. 

What makes this clock the most special is its story on 

a typed label on the back:  

“The wood used to make this clock came from your 

grandmother Wrede’s old parlor organ circa 1880. The 

one she played and pumped with her feet as we sang 

hymns. It was later damaged by a tropical hurricane.”  

2014.57.01 

Back of clock 

        Tim’s Pic(k) 
 

Collections volunteer Tim Leach catalogs one of the 

VMA’s largest photo collections. It is comprised of            

thousands of local photographs taken by Woody 

Thayer during the 1950s to 1970s. When asked to 

pick out a photo to highlight in this newsletter, Tim 

chose this one (at right) of  Early Wynn Lanes in   

Venice, owned by the Hall of Fame pitcher. Wynn was a longtime resident 

of Nokomis and an active member of the community until his death in 1999.  

Early Wynn (PH06.09.01.03) 



Restoration update 
 

Steady progress has been made on the Lord-Higel House these past three months. Crews have been hard at 
work bringing the house back to its former glory. 

 “The goal is to have the exterior of the building, including roof, wraparound porch, additional windows and 
 doors, and painting of the first floor completed by the end of January 2015.  Thank you, Phil Baker, for your 
 dedication and hard work in replicating and restoring the doors and windows.   

 We are happy to report that Dave Sherman is now onboard and will oversee volunteers working to complete 
 the interior, and will be providing updates to the City of Venice’s Historic Preservation Board.  Dave recently 
 became a member of the board of directors for Venice Heritage, Inc.  

 Future VMA plans include hosting special events on the porch and lawn area, as well as educational classes 
 presented by Susan Ionescu, the Education Coordinator at the museum.  We will be having a fundraiser that 
 would allow us to complete the interior of the structure.  Discussions with the City of Venice, VMA and Venice 
 Heritage Inc. are underway to determine the future use of the completed project.”    

- James Hagler, Director of Historical Resources 
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LORD-HIGEL HOUSE                                                                                                                         Winter 2014 

December 2014 porch in progress 

December 2014 

April 2014 before porch 
 

Visit Venice Heritage, Inc. at VeniceHeritage.org to find out 

how you can help support restoration efforts. 

Venice Heritage, Inc. mission statement: 

 To preserve and protect the John Nolen Plan of the city of Venice 

 To restore and maintain the Lord-Higel House 

 To maintain and enhance the historic Triangle Inn 

 To support the city of Venice’s museum and archives 

 To educate the public about the history of Venice 

 To promote and protect the heritage of Venice 
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Upcoming Events 

 Feb. 2- Making Waves exhibit opens 

at VMA 

 Feb. 12- Making Waves reception at 

VMA 

 Feb. 15- Venice Veterans Gala at 

Venice Community Center 

 March 28- 4th Annual Book Fair & 

Writers Festival (downtown Venice) 

Chalk festival a huge hit 

700+ people visited 

the museum thanks 

to the crowds     

attracted to the 

Chalk Festival in 

Venice from Nov. 

10th to 17th. 

Above: German artists Marion Ruthardt and Gregor Wosik 

brought prehistoric magic to the museum’s parking lot during 

the 2014 Chalk Festival. A dinosaur egg and flying pterodactyl 

drew a line of people to see the 3D image inspired by this 

year’s theme of extinct and endangered species. 

Horst Adler of Regensburg, 

Germany published an article 

on Gunther Gebel-Williams 

in the September issue of  

Tägliche Rundschau. VMA 

staff helped Adler with his 

research request by        

providing photos of Gebel-

Williams’ gravesite at Venice 

Memorial Gardens and the 

statue at Rollins Coakley 

Railroad Park. 

VMA holiday open house 

Above: Punch and cookies 

gave this visitor the holiday 

spirit he needed to pull the 

Eagle Point bell. 

Above: Anthony and Caleb Ford 

visited Old Betsy at the VMA on 

their way to Blalock Park for 

Venice Area Beautification Inc.’s 

Tree Lighting on Dec. 13. 

Mayor Holic, James Hagler 

and Anika (age 4) flip the switch 

for the lights on the Triangle Inn. 
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Museum gift shop 

The VMA gift shop features a variety of 

books and videos on local history and 

nature, as well as novels by local       

authors.  Fossil-related books, gifts, and 

jewelry are also available.  
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 Hot off the presses, spreading 

like wildfire--get your copy 

while you can… only $20 

VMA getting social 
2,546 people were reached through 

shares of our October 21st posting of a 

Kissin’ Cuzzins Pancake Inn 

postcard (at right). 

 

Have you liked us on          

Facebook?  If so, thank you, 

and remember to share your 

favorite posts with your 

friends…let’s get those     

numbers up!  We are up to 

662 likes. Our goal is to  

reach 1,000 likes in 2015.   

 

We try to make it fun 

by throwing images 

out there that might 

test your memory, or 

make you say “Wow, 

I remember that!”  

 

Although it’s not necessary to have your 

own account to view our Facebook page, if 

you want to interact and “like” and “share” 

posts, you will need one.  Stay informed 

and learn more about our history, current 

exhibits and special events.   

Facebook.com/veniceflarchives 

 

 

 

Progressive dinner 

New book on local history 
 

After two years of intense research, Jack Mersereau, 

with the help of Dorothy Korwek, published the new 

book Venice Fire Department 1926-2011: 85 Years 

of Service. Jack and Dorothy were at the VMA       

Holiday Open House for a book signing on 12/13/14. 

Even Councilwoman Jeanette Gates (at left) stopped 

by to get her copy.  

 

Through Venice Heritage Inc., proceeds from the 

book will benefit the maintenance of Old Betsy, the 

City of Venice’s 1926 La France fire truck. 

Copies are available at the VMA gift shop. 

Available now 
 

Character Makes the 
Man DVD, $20 

 
Featuring photos and 
videos from the VMA 
collection of the KMI   
in Venice.  

Progressive Dinner on November 14, 2014 

In November, 160+ people attended the Cultural      

Campus Progressive Dinner with appetizers beginning 

at the VMA. Thank you, volunteer Danielle Shuck, for 

capturing images of the event. 
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Thank You 

Harry Humes for donating funds to cover the cost of the hallway floor   

refinishing.  A special thank you to the Venice Area Garden Club and Girl 

Scout Troup 542 for making the VMA gardens beautiful this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Volunteers 

Thanks to an article in the Gondolier and 

other recruiting efforts, we are pleased to 

announce that several new volunteers  

answered the call. Welcome, Doreen 

Crawford (research, collections),   

Jackie Malone (collections), Karla 

Quinn (front desk), Peggy Roethel 

(special events), and Deborah Thompson 

(front desk).  

What kind of a VMA volunteer would you be? Take this quiz to find out. 

 If wearing antlers and a Mrs. Claus apron are your style, then you would 

be perfect as an event volunteer. 

 If you like talking to people and are complimented on your perkiness, then 

you would be a great front desk receptionist. 

 If you love history and know how to share it (without boring people), you 

are meant to be a docent. 

 If you prefer to be around inanimate objects rather than humans, then   

being a collections volunteer is meant for you. (It’s actually more fun than 

it sounds!) 

Volunteer personality quiz 

Randy Pearson moved 

from Bettendorf, Iowa in 

2001. He is now a fulltime 

resident of Venice after 

retiring last year from 

FCCI Insurance Group in     

Sarasota. He has three 

children and six grand- 

children and enjoys sports 

and playing piano.  

Volunteers Deborah Thompson and 
Tina Bird at the VMA Holiday Open 

House on 12/13/14 

Thank you to the following 

volunteers who donated 

their time and talents this 

year:       Carol Bailey 

Anastasia Barnes 

Tina and Bill Bird 

Edy Browne 

Erin Carter 

Mary Charles 

Barbara Dein 

Mary Margaret Freedman 

Bruce Hamill 

Pam Holic 

Peter Hurley 

Peg Kapustiak 

Wendell Kapustiak 

Judith Keeler 

Dorothy Korwek 

Tim and Jann Leach 

Susanne Lynch 

Gerry Madden 

Jackie Malone 

Toni Minnick 

Jim Nemec 

Randy Pearson 

Clarke Pressly 

Karla Quinn 

Sallie Rice 

Audrey Riggs 

Peggy and John Roethel 

Danielle Shuck 

Joanie Somoza 

Karen Stevens 

Dennis Taylor 

Deborah Thompson 

Sue Vedder 

Carol Wilde 
Randy greets visitors at the front desk. 

Peggy Roethel is 

right at home at the 

Triangle Inn, having 

run her own Bed & 

Breakfast (The 

Spooner House, c. 

1794) for ten years 

in Fredericksburg, 

Va. While there, she 

also worked at       

Historic Fredericksburg Foundation as  

Director of Volunteers and Special 

Events.    

  

Currently, a snowbird, Peggy and her    

husband, John, spend eight months in 

Venice and four months in Lenox, MA, 

where they are employed by The Boston 

Symphony Orchestra. Peggy and John 

oversee the housing of the Symphony's 

summer home, Tanglewood, for 

the season's visiting artists.   

  

Peggy's interests include history and 

preservation.  In her free time, she enjoys 

yoga, biking, water/beach activities,      

cooking, and travelling.   
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Free Wi-Fi available 
at museum 

Contact Us 

For more information about our exhibits, collections and educational programs contact:  

Venice Museum and Archives 

351 Nassau St. S. 

Venice, FL 34285 

(941) 486-2487     archive@venicegov.com 

The Venice Museum and Archives, a municipal museum governed by the City of Venice, is located in the historic Triangle Inn     

building listed on the National Register of Historic Places. It is within walking distance of downtown Venice and is situated within    

the Venice Cultural Campus that includes the Venice Library, Venice Art Center, and Venice Community Center. 

 

The VMA is free to the public and open  

Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays  

from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. and   

first and third Saturdays  

11 a.m.- 3 p.m. (through April 4) 

9 

Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/veniceflarchives 

Visit us on the web at 
VeniceMuseum.org 

James Hagler 

Director of Historical Resources 

jhagler@venicegov.com 

Michelle Harm 

Curator/Collections Manager 

mharm@venicegov.com 

Rhonda Rogers 

Administrative Coordinator 

rrogers@venicegov.com 

Susan Ionescu 

Education Coordinator 

sionescu@venicegov.com 


