
PART 2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Sources: 

Sources for the history of the Triangle Inn are the National Register of Historic Places 

nominations for the Triangle Inn (listed February 23,1996), and for the John Nolen Plan 

of Venice Historic District (listed November 8, 2010), both prepared by Dorothy Korwek 

of Venice, Florida. The Triangle Inn is included as a contributing property in the John 

Nolen Plan of Venice Historic District.  

The Triangle Inn was designated as a local landmark in 1997 for its historic significance 

under Chapter 10, Historic Structures and Places, of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Venice.   

Additional background was learned from television presentations prepared by the 

Florida Humanities Council and WEDU/Tampa-Sarasota (ñVenice, Florida: Moving 

Forward by Looking Back,ò 2010) and by Florida Heritage/Chaos Productions  

(ñImagining Venice,ò 2001). 

Early Development in Venice: 

Settlement in the area began in the 1870s when Richard Roberts began a homestead 

near the opening of Roberts Bay to the Gulf of Mexico in what is now the northwest 

corner of the City of Venice. Frank Higel opened a citrus facility in 1884, on land 

purchased from Roberts.  

However, by 1910, developers began to purchase land south of Tampa, along the Gulf 

beaches with plans to duplicate the resort communities of the east coast of Florida. One 

of the first buyers was Bertha Honoré Palmer (1849-1918), the wealthy widow of Potter 

Palmer, a prominent figure in the growth of Chicago in the late 19th century.  

  Bertha Honoré Palmer (Photo: Wikipedia) 

            7  



Mrs. Palmer purchased 60,000 acres on the north (present Sarasota and Nokomis) and 

south sides (present Venice) of Roberts Bay. To further her plans, she used her 

business connections to convince the Seaboard Air Line Railway to extend its rail line 

from Sarasota to the proposed site of Venice. By 1911, the rail line was completed, a 

town was platted, and lots were for sale. 

By 1918, a road had been built from Sarasota to Venice, bringing more settlers to the 

town. As Florida entered a land boom period in the 1920s, development interest in the 

Venice area increased. In 1918, Dr. Fred H. Albee (1876-1945), a New York orthopedic 

surgeon who developed successful bone graft techniques as an Army surgeon in World 

War I visited the Venice area. He purchased 112 bay front acres in Nokomis, across 

Roberts Bay from Venice, from Palmerôs Sarasota-Venice Company. Albee built a 

luxury hotel, the Pollyanna Inn, and a winter home for himself, Point of Palms, on the 

site. He hired John Nolen to lay out a housing subdivision, Bay Point Development, on 

the site (ñImagining Venice,ò Florida Heritage/Chaos Productions, 2001). In 1924, Albee, 

believing in the potential for the development of Venice, bought 1,428 acres from 

Palmerôs land company.  

                                  

  Dr. Fred H. Albee    John Nolen  

          (Photos: Wikipedia)   

 

Albee was a graduate of Harvard Medical School, hired his fellow ñHarvard man,ò John 

Nolen, to design his Venice project. Rather than designing a small subdivision of 

Albeeôs property, Nolen proposed the design of a new town following Garden City 

planning principles, creating a resort as a city. Between late 1924 and early 1925, 

Nolenôs office produced a full town plan for Venice with series of zones arranged from 

west to east with recreation and resorts along the beaches, followed by residences, 

parks and a civic center, a business district, ending on the east with the railroad station 

and an industrial area.     
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Albee and Nolenôs project came to a stop in early 1925 with a decline in the real estate 

market. When the market failed to rebound by mid-1925, Albee sold his Venice property 

to the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (BLE) in late July 1925. The BLE believed 

that the Florida market would rebound, buying over 30,000 acres, including Albeeôs 

property. Within a few weeks of purchasing the land, the BLE realized its mistake, and 

began efforts to sell off its holdings.  

The Nolen Plan: 

           

         John Nolen, General Plan for Venice, Florida, 1926 (Plan: Google Images)  

John Nolen (1869-1937) is considered the ñfatherò of American city planning. He 

graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1893, and worked for that universityôs 

Society for the Extension of University Teaching from 1893 to 1903. He traveled to 

England in 1895, and to England, France, Belgium, and Germany in 1896. He spent a 

year in Europe (June, 1901 to June, 1902), studying at the University of Munich. He 

entered Harvard in 1903, receiving a masterôs degree in landscape architecture in 1905 

at the age of 36. 

 

Although Nolen was trained as a landscape architect, he followed the principles of the 

early 20th-century City Beautiful Movement which argued that urban problems could be  
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